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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with 
us. We pray that the word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love 
for the Lord!  
 

If you are a guest today, know that we are glad you have joined us for worship, and hope that 
you will join us again soon. Later in the worship service you’ll be asked to fill out your    
contact information in the worship register binder in your row. We would simply like to 
thank you for joining us for worship today. If you have any questions, please speak to Pastor 
Holtz.   

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to save sinners. It is 
also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts and transform our lives. Therefore,      
Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in our order of service. In the sermon, in 
specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers and creeds, our    
order of service proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. 
 
Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly 
(including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is printed out in the 
following  pages. If a song is not found in the service folder, it can be found in the red    
hymnal.  Parts marked M are spoken or sung by the minister, and parts marked C and   
printed in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation. 
 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
 

•  If you are in need of restrooms, they are located on the left as you exit the worship     
  area. There are also restrooms on the right side of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

•  If your child needs a moment to be quieted, a children’s room is available in the           
  Fellowship Hall (exit the worship area and turn to your right down the hallway) in the 
  first room on the right. A television in that room has a live audio/video feed of the    
  service. 
 

•  Children’s activity sheets, which include activities and lessons pertaining to         
  today’s Bible readings, are available from the ushers in the entryway. 

SEEKING THE LOST...FEEDING THE FOUND...WITH GOD’S WORD AND SACRAMENTS  
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CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: EASTER EPICENTER 
 

April 1 :  Everything starts with Easter  
 

April 8:  The central feature of faith 
 

April 15: The central proof of purchase 
 

April 22: The central reason for religion 
 

April 29: The central foundation of salvation 
 

May 6:  The central truth of our testimony 
 

May 13:  The central might for our mission 
 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Any event of significant seismic magnitude sends waves of energy that can be 
felt hundreds of miles from the epicenter. The resurrection of Jesus is an 
event of such cosmic magnitude that its effects are felt in every corner of life.  
 

This week we see that Easter establishes the central might for our mission. 
Forty days after Jesus rose, he removed his visible presence from among us. 
Far from this being a sad event or hindering his work on earth, this event  
triggered the final age of our earth’s history, the one in which Christ would 
rule from the throne of heaven and the Holy Spirit would be poured out  
abundantly for the growth of Christ’s Church on earth. Easter makes Christ’s 
ascension the central might for our mission! 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Lord Jesus, King of glory, we remember the day when you ascended far 
above the heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not 
alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by 
your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711278 
 

Divine Service II. Christian Worship Supplement © 2008 Northwestern  
Publishing House  
 

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia. Christian Worship Supplement © 2008     
Northwestern Publishing House  
 

Scripture selections (unless otherwise noted): New International Version 
Holy Bible.  © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 

“You will receive 
power when the 
Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you 
will be my  
witnesses in  
Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and  
Samaria, and to 
the ends of the 
earth.” 
 
Acts 1:7,8 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 
 
 

OPENING HYMN                      Crown Him with Many Crowns 
             Christian Worship 341 
 
 
STAND 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
M: Christ is risen! 
 
C: He is risen indeed! 
 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
 
C: Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for  
 themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
 
M As we come into God’s presence, let us confess that often we have  lived 
 for ourselves, confident in the forgiveness of him who lived, died, and 
 rose for us. 
 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

This is known as 
the Easter  
Greeting. During 
the Easter Season, 
whenever the  
minister says, 
“Christ is risen!” 
the people  
respond, loudly, 
“He is risen  
indeed!” 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

M: If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
 
C: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
 those who have fallen asleep. 
 
M After his resurrection, Christ commanded his church to proclaim the  
 forgiveness of sins to all nations, promising them that their words were 
 as certain as his. Therefore it is by Christ’s command and with his  
 authority that I say to you: In the name of Jesus (+) your sins are  
 forgiven. Christ is risen!  
 
C: He is risen indeed! 

 
SONG OF PRAISE 

(refrain on the next page) 

 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 
15:17,20  

 C:  

 

 

This Tanzanian 
Easter hymn    
reminds us that the 
empty tomb is a 
message that 
transcends all time 
and culture. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Lord Jesus, King of glory, we remember the day when you ascended far 
 above the heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us 
 not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command 
 and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you 
 live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
BE SEATED  
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THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON                                             Acts 1:1-11 
 

 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instruc-
tions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffer-
ing, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he 
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about 
the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 
 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when sud-
denly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven.” 
  
M: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus’ ascends into 
heaven. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                 Psalm 47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 
 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 
 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 
 

Refrain 
 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 

Psalms have been 
used in worship by 
God’s people since 
the Old Testament. 

 

Psalm 47 invites 
God’s people to 
clap and shout 
because of the 

Lord’s ascension to 
his throne. 
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SECOND LESSON            Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and 
his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as 
the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in 
the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things un-
der his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  
M: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
STAND 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ has been 
made head over 
everything for the 
good of his Church. 

Because we are 
about to hear the 
very words and 
works of Jesus in 
the Gospel, the 
congregation 
acknowledges the 
Lord’s presence in 
their midst through 
his Gospel by 
standing and   
singing 
“Alleluia” (which 
means “Praise  
God!”). 

C 
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GOSPEL                    Luke 24:44-53 

 

 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 
 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has prom-
ised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” 
 50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was 
taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
BE SEATED 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

                Christian Worship 171  
 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Risen Savior 
equips his disciples 

to be his  
witnesses. 
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STAND 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
      maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
      born of the virgin Mary,  
      suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
      was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
      the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
      the forgiveness of sins,  
      the resurrection of the body,  
      and the life everlasting. Amen.  
   
BE SEATED 

 
 

OFFERING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In response to Godôs love, we bring him our offerings.  The members of Shepherd of 
the Hills Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord's work in this        
community and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in 
this offering which supports our ministry. 
 

We ask that everyone, both guests and members, sign the worship register during the 
collection of the offering so that we might thank our guests who have joined us     
today. 
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STAND 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Almighty God, Giver of life, what a great blessing you have given to the 
 family in mothers! Through mothers you gave physical life and provided 
 for our care. Through our Christian parents you brought us to Baptism 
 where we received spiritual life in Jesus Christ.  
 
C: We marvel at your wisdom and praise you for your goodness.  
 
M: Help us every day to honor mothers and thank them for caring for and 
 nurturing us.  
 
C: May we bear witness to the world that children are a blessing from 
 God. 
 
M: We pray for those who have never known their mother, or for those 
 whose mothers have died rather young.  
 
C Bless them with your love and strength.  
 
M: We pray for those who long to be mothers but as yet have not had their 
 own children.  
 
C: Uplift them with your love and comfort.  
 
M: We pray for those who struggle with the way their children have chosen 
 to live their lives.  
 
C Uphold them with your love and patience.  
 
M: We pray for those who have a difficult relationship with their mother.  
 
C: Bless them with your love and a spirit of humility and peace.  
 
M: May all who experience such dilemmas, or many others in a world of sin 
 and sinners needing the Savior, gain the comfort of knowing that your 
 forgiving, comforting, and sustaining love for them is constant, that your 
 understanding is perfect, and that your compassion is never-ending. In 
 Jesus’ name we pray, who taught us to pray... 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
 our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 
 believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 
 hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and  
 comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

M: Christ is risen! 
  

C: He is risen indeed! 

  
 
CLOSING HYMN              Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 Christian Worship 169 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  

(take the hallway to the right) following the service! 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 
Elizabeth Hohenstein, Piano 
Ahmad Sedaghat & Jon Wilson, Ushers 
Linda Kennedy & Nikki Odegaard, Altar Care 
Thomas Krafft, Elder 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES  

 

Today .................................... 9:00 a.m.   Worship 
 10:15 a.m. Mother’s Day Celebration 
 10:30 a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School 
Monday ................................ 9:00 a.m. Pastor Holtz’s Office Hour in Fort Morgan 
Tuesday ................................ 7:00 p.m. Preschool Graduation 
Wednesday ........................... 7:00 p.m. Pre-Kindergarten Graduation 
Friday ................................... 10:30 a.m. Preschool BBQ 
Saturday ............................... 9:00 a.m. Fix-It Connect Group 
  Church Cleaners: Ehrlich/Kennedy & Odegaard 
Sunday .................................. 9:00 a.m.   Confirmation Worship 
 10:15 a.m. Confirmation Reception 
   

Next Sunday Ushers: Hohenstein & Goforth 
Next Sunday Snacks: Lind & McKenna 
Next Sunday Elder: Bollmeier 
Next Sunday Communion Assistant: Thomas Krafft 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sunday School: Classes for children age 3 through Grade 8 will meet in the church by the 
piano for Music Time at 10:30 a.m. (after the Mother’s Day Celebration). Children will then go 
to their classrooms for today’s lesson. 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Class: How do you view prayer? How big of a role does it play in 
your relationship with the Lord? Today we continue our Sunday Adult Bible Class on Prayer.  
This Bible study will present what Scripture teaches about this important gift from God and will 
help you examine your conversations with your Lord and improve your prayer life by  
using the Bible as a guide to approach your God. This class will meet in the Bible Study Room 
in the  Education Wing from 10:30—11:15 a.m. 
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Mother’s Day Celebration: You are invited to celebrate mothers with us today after  
worship. We’ll have muffins and mimosas (non-alcoholic) for you and mom. 

 
Confirmation Reception: On Sunday, May 20th, the congregation will host a Confirma-
tion Reception for Nick Gerken & Alex Hinz after worship. There will be no Sunday School or 
Bible Class that day.   
  
Softball Tournament: The Front Range Church Co-ed Softball Tournament will be June 2 
at the Firestone Regional Sports Complex. If you are interested in playing please sign up on the 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WELS Marriage Enrichment  
Routine maintenance pays off.  You change oil in your car to keep it running longer.  Give your 
marriage the attention it needs to flourish and run all the way to the end.  Let the upcoming 
WELS Marriage Enrichment and Get-Away Weekend, Mysterious Marriage, help you.  Spend 
the weekend growing closer to your Savior and each other at the DoubleTree by Hilton in 
Breckenridge, CO, October 5-7, 2018. See the poster in the entryway or the brochure in your 
church mailbox. You can also visit www.wels.net/adult-discipleship for more information.  

 
Pastor Holtz Will Be Out of Town 
Pastor Holtz will be out of town May 24 — June 8. He will be spending some of that time on 
vacation and a portion of it at our Nebraska District Convention in Waco, NE. Pastor Mark 
Birkholz will be serving us in worship on May 27 & June 3.  

 
MLC Grant: Our congregation will be participating in the Martin Luther College (MLC)  
Congregational Partner Grant Program. Through this program we can encourage and support 
our members who want to prepare for the public ministry at Martin Luther College. MLC 
matches the congregational grant from $100 (minimum) to $1000 (maximum) per student. We 
will have two congregation members enrolled at MLC next year. That means we can collect 
$2,000 for their grants. 
  
  

This year’s deadline for gifts to this fund is May 15. To give a gift to this fund use the Special 
Offering envelope (found on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall) and on the “other” line 
write in MLC Grant. Your envelope can be put in the Offering plate.  
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ABOUT US 
 
OUR MISSION 
 

Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church began public worship in 1975, so that with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, we might strengthen the faith of our members and reach out into our 
community and the world.  Shepherd of the Hills has Jesus’, the Good Shepherd’s mission, to 
SEEK THE LOST and FEED THE FOUND with God’s Word and Sacraments. 
 

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

950 43rd Avenue 
Greeley, CO 80634 
(970) 353-6582 
sothgreeley.org 

 
OUR MINISTRY 
 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.  
 

OUR STAFF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH BODY 
 

Shepherd of the Hills proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a member of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). The WELS–so-named because it began in  
Wisconsin–has about 400,000 members, congregations in all 50 states, and missions throughout 
the world. For more information about WELS go to www.wels.net.  

Matthew Holtz, Pastor 
pastor@sothgreeley.org 
(970) 576-1154 
 
Kevin Goforth, Facilities Elder  
 
Bret Bollmeier, Fellowship Elder 
 
Ron Ehrlich Finance Elder 
 
Phil Prellwitz, Outreach Elder 
 
Thomas Krafft, Spiritual Growth Elder 
 

Karen Schott, Preschool Director/Teacher 
preschool@sothgreeley.org 
(970) 353-6582 
 
Elizabeth, Hohenstein, Pre-K Teacher 
ellie.r.hohenstein@gmail.com 
(970) 353-6582 
 
Jonelle Kunkle, Teacherôs Assistant 
 
Liz Ham, Teacherôs Assistant/School Nurse 
 
Kim Schulz, Secretary  
sothlutheran@sothgreeley.org 


