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SEEKING THE LOST... FEEDING THE FOUND... WITH GOD’S WORD AND SACRAMENTS

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before
our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather
to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.

U Restrooms. If you are in need of restrooms, they are located on the left as you exit the worship
area. There are also restrooms on the right side of the Fellowship Hall.

U Children& Room. If your child needs a moment to be quieted, a children’s room is available in
the Fellowship Hall (exit the worship area and turn to your right down the hallway) in the first
room on the right. A television in that room has a live audio/video feed of the service.

U Children& activity sheets, which include activities and lessons pertaining to today’s Bible
readings, are available from the ushers in the entryway.

WORSHIP NOTES

Our WorsHIP SERIES: Our Lord Jesus is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. He
came that first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, peace, joy,
love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of resurrection to eternal life. In the
season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first coming with his second coming. We rejoice in all the
unconditional gifts he gives. Each Sunday during the gathering rite Advent candles are lighted.
Music occurs throughout this rite to accompany singing and as background music to communicate
themes of longing and repentance.

THEME OF THE DAY: How do you feel when meeting someone important? Maybe it was a job inter-
view with your potential future boss. Did you feel peaceful walking into that meeting? Or perhaps
you were summoned, for a reason unknown to you, to come to the principal’s office at school? As
you walked the hallway towards his door, were you at peace? When we come face-to-face with
someone who can influence the direction of our lives, that tends to be nerve-wracking, not peaceful.
How nervous will you be, then, when you stand face-to-face with your God, who will determine
where you spend eternity?

God is much more than a boss or a principal. He is your Creator, the one who gave you life. And
when he did, he intended you to use that life in a very specific way, one which would bring glory to
him and beauty to this broken world. So, are you ready to meet h i ?m

Today, we see that God wants you to be at perfect peace when you stand before him. “Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace...” the angels sang that first Christmas Eve. Through the work of
Christ, sinners are at peace with a holy God. Even more, throughout history God’s messengers like
John the Baptist proclaimed the gospel, so that God’s people could live in peace. God raises up a
rgessenger to preach that gospel to you today.



Order of Service for

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

STAND
INVOCATION

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the human race—in his
image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship with God.

C. But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all. God
declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we confess our sinful
thoughts, words, and actions.

M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his children forever. He
promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the devil, and break the

bonds of death. Genesis 1:26;
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the ransom for
your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s mercy, today we light the p e acenéle.
Jesus tells us, “P e aldeeve with you; my p e al@iee you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not be afraid ”

C: Since we have been justified by faith, we have p e awitk God through our Lord Jesus

Christ. Gal atians 4:4,5; Jo
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M: In the peace of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, acquaintances and
neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.

C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore ChristG
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. Jesus, who had no

sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the righteousness of God.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BE SEATED

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON Malachi 3:1-4

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord
you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will
come,” says the LORD Almighty.

? But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will
be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. * He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he
will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LorD will have men who
will bring offerings in righteousness, * and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be
acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.

M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Christian Worship 16
stanzas 1,2



SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:3-11

31 thank my God every time I remember you. * In all my prayers for all of you, I always
pray with joy > because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, ®being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.

"1t is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and,
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace
with me. ® God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

? And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth
of insight, '’ so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for
the day of Christ, "' filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to
the glory and praise of God.

M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

STAND

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— * during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. * He went into all the country around the
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. * As it is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

“ A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.

> Every valley shall be filled in,

every mountain and hill made low.

The crooked roads shall become straight,

the rough ways smooth.

® And all people will see God’s salvation.’

<

. This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!



BE SEATED

SERMON
STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

BE SEATED

OFFERING
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STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

C We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.

M As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

C Move us to take to heart the words of John: fiRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.0

M  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use
it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days
before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.

C Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

M Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.

C Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Speci al prayers and intercessions may f ol
M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.

C Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the

g  glory forever and ever. Amen.



PRAYER

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your
Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and A give you peace.

C: Amen.

BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates
Christian Worship 3

Pl ease join us for refreshm
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SERVING IN WORSHIP

Pastor Kevin Klug,Vacancy Pastor
Elizabeth Hohenstein, P1 ani st

Ahmad Sedaghat & Shawn Wilson,Us her s
Thomas Krafft, El der

Linda Kennedy, Al t ar Car e



THIS WEEKR’S ACTIVITIES

Today........ccooevveniiiiie 9:30 a.m. Worship
10:45 a.m. Open Forum
3:30 p.m. Church Council

Thursday...........cccccvveeneenneen. 9:00 a.m. Pastor Klug Office Hours (9am-4pm)
Saturday............cccceeeeveennnnn. Church Cleaners: Sedaghat & Wilson
Sunday..........ccooeeeiieeeieenn. 9:30 a.m. Worship with the Lord’s Supper

10:45 a.m. Bible Study & S.S.
1:00 p.m. Youth Catechism Class

Next Sunday Ushers: Hohenstein & Goforth
Next Sunday Snacks: Huggans & Ingmanson
Next Sunday Elder: Bollmeier

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call Meeting: The congregation has scheduled a meeting to issue a Divine Call for our next
pastor on next Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Altar Care
Would you be willing to help set up for Communion services as well as set out altar flowers,

banners, and paraments? A sign-up sheet for serving with Altar Care in 2018 is posted in the
Fellowship Hall. If you would be new to Altar Care, sign up on the second line of the month
and an experienced Altar Care member will train you.

RMLHS

Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School is holding its annual Christmas Concert on Friday,
December 14, at 7:00p.m. The concert will be held at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
in Westminster. The concert, entitled “ A Caroling Christmas” will be a simple, traditional
Christmas service based of readings from Luke 2 and traditional Christmas carols.

10



11



ABOUT US

OUR MISSION

Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church began public worship in 1975, so that with
the gospel of Jesus Christ, we might strengthen the faith of our members and reach out into our
community and the world. Shepherd of the Hills has Jesus’ the Good Shepherd’s mission, to
SEEK THE LOST and FEED THE FOUND with God’s Word and Sacraments.

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION

950 43rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
(970) 353-6582
sothgreeley.org

OUR MINISTRY

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

OUR STAFF

KevinKlug,Vacancy Pastor Karen Schott, Pr e s c ho ol Dire
abidinglove@comcast.net preschool@sothgreeley.org

(970) 213-4226 (970) 353-6582

Kevin Goforth, Faci | i t i es E| d elizabeth, Hohenstein,Pr-& Teacher

ellie.r.hohenstein@gmail.com
Bret Bollmeier, Fe |l | ows hi p EI d &970)353-6582

RonEhrlichFi nance EIl der Kim Schulz, Secretary
sothlutheran@sothgreeley.org
Phil Prellwitz, Out r each EIl der

Thomas Krafft, Spi ri t ual Gr owth EIl der

OUR CHURCH BODY

Shepherd of the Hills proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a member of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). The WELS—so-named because it began in
Wisconsin—has about 400,000 members, congregations in all 50 states, and missions throughout

El;e world. For more information about WELS go to www.wels.net.



